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Christmas Customs in Northumberland. 
[From Hutchinson’s History of that County.] 


HIS season has still many peculiar customs: the saltatio 

armata, the Pyrrhick or military dance of the Romans, 
is still preserved ; men dressed out with ribbands perform a 
sword dance, and gather gifts for a merry night. 

Others, in the same kind of gay attire, draw about a plough, 
called the stot plough, and when they receive a gift, make 
the exclamation, Largess! but if not requited at any house 
for their appearance, they draw the plough through the pave- 
ment, and raise the ground of the front in furrows. I have 
seen twenty men in the yoke of one plough. 

These are perfect remains of Roman customs: Mr. Brand 
quotes the following passage, “ Aratrum inducere moris fuit 
Romanis, cum urbem aliquam evertissent, ut eam funditus 
delerent,” Vocab. utriusque juris a Scot. J.C.in Verb. Ara- 
trum. It may have been practised by the Romans in com- 
memoration of the founding of Rome, or some cities ia 
Britain. 

“ Interea Eneas urbem designat aratro.” Virgil neidos, 
lib. 5, P. 261, L. 755. 
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* Quem Cato in originibus dicat morem fuisse conditari 
enim civitates;‘teurum iwdextra, vaccam in sipisira jungebant; 
et cincet rity sabino, id est toga parte capitis velati, parte 
suecincti, tenebant stivam obliquain, ut gleba omnes intrinse- 
cus caderent, et ita sulco ducto loca designabant murum, 
aratrum suspendentes circa Joca portarum, Unde & territorium 
dictum est, quasi tritorium, tritum bubus et aratro.” 

The stot plough has been conceived by some to have no 
other derivation than a mere ruraltriumph, the plough kaving 
ceased from its labour. 

On the eve of the Nativity the peasants place upon the fire 
a large piece of wood, called a yule clog; some have looked 
upon this as a rural sacrifice, the beast ,being stalled, there is 
no further use for the tether clog, by which he was prevented 
straying in the summer from his pasture. It has had a more 
distant implication, and intended to keep up the wake, and 
drive away malevolent spirits, and spirits of darkness. The 
druids held a solemn festival atthistime, and fires were lighted 
to fill up the space between -the last night and first morn- 
ing of the year, that the evil genius miglit not prevail. The 
Elusinian mysteries were typical of the repewing year ; and 
the howlings and lamentations made in the hours of dark- 
ness for the Joss of Adonis, were like our solemn wake over the 
yule clog, which was to banish the spirits ‘of darkness 
whilst the sun was in his deepest recess. In those rites the 
return of Adonis, or the sun, was represented by the approach 
of 2 priest with a lighted torch, thereby dispelling the bortid 
carkness, in which the prevalency of the evil genius was de- 
scribed by horrid noises, and all the dreadful spectacles in- 
echuity could deyise, to secure the superstition of the assembly. 
Among all nations there has appeared a prevalént super- 
stition touching guod and evil spirits, one superintending 
the bhdurs of lighi, the other darkness; one the guides of 
man’s rectitude aud virtues, the other his pialevolence and 
vice, 

On the word yale or gule, there haye been, innumerable con- 
troversies with rhe learned, from whose arguinents l am in- 
duced to believe itis a word desived from the old British lan- 
guage, and implies a festival ; and thence that yule clog ex 
presses the festive fuel, 


The yule baby was a sweetmeat image given to children, in | 


commemoration of our Sayiour’s Nativilys 
Vhe windows ire dressed with evergreens, as typical of out 


Saviour, who was called the branch of righteousness, that | 


liveth for ever ; also as memorials of his praises, and ouf 
victory over death. 


Giits ave made to servants and mechanics, for their good 
services in tue labouring part of the year. The pags “1 
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of the Romans, instituted by Servius Tullius, were celebrated 
in the beginning of the year: an altar was erected in each 
village, where all’ persons gave money. ‘This was a mode 
originally devised for gaining the number of inhabitants, 





teflections on the inveterate Use of Brandy among ihe 
Reflections on tl t Brandy among il 
Finns. 


[From Von Buch’s Travels in Norway, Lapland, &¢.] 


(Concluded jrom Page 1015.) 


complaints and wishes (and how often do we not hear 


them ?) that this people bad never been incited to have any 
connection with trade, and that they might have continued to 
live happily and unnoticed in their former innocence. Would 
to God, that neither the Norwegians uor the brandy, had ever 
found their way to these Fiords! ‘This might be all very well, 
if a troglodite life of this sort were either the happiness or des- 
tiny of a people: if men were not to keep pace with nature in 
their career. And what then is the felicity which these Lap- 
landers enjoyed ? [t does not rest ou their own conviction ; for 
every Finnish Laplander, who never before knew brandy, 
would immediately afier becoming acquainted with it, esteem 
that an infipitely happier condition which allowed him a fac: 

lity of enjoying his brandy. If we are to call this an imagi- 
nary felicity degrading to humanity, then the former careless, 
infantine happiness which this people enjoyed in the visionary 
innocence of their natural state was in no respect more digni- 
tied or becoming a human being. Butis a virtue worth much 
which the possessor is unconscious of, which is merely the re- 
sult of habit, or rather the consequence of an impossibility to 
do evil? No, if strangers should have only introduced vices 
among the Finns, they must also have given them a capability 
of exercising genuine virtue, and in this respect alone contr- 
buted to ennoble their nature. Man can alone rise in the 
scale of being by the collision of mind with mind; and 
we ought to rejoice when we see people, who formerly lived 
insulated aud alone, carried along by the world in its progress, 
In the desert, the child never becomesa man; and in a limited 
space, waere there is only room for a few ideas, no nation can 
ever be formed. 

The Finns therefore will never improve so long as they are 
domineered by their rage for brandy. But neither moral con- 
siderations yor royal edicts can put a stop to the importation 
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of brandy. The latter cannot, because the Finmark trade as 
al present constituted would be destroyed, and because it is ut- 
terly impossible to stop the course of so overpowering a tor- 
rent as the want of brandy in Finmark. Edicts which must 
remain unexecuted and without effect are prejudicial to the 
character of a government. The evil must be attacked in its 
source, if we wish to remove it. This is sufticiently evident. 
We shall neither allay the thirst of a person labouring undera 
burning fever, nor improve his condition, if we obstipately re- 
fuse to give him any thing which he can drink. In like man- 
ner, the nature of the Laplander, or even of the Norwegian of 
Nordland, will not be changed if it were even possible to de- 
prive them entirely of brandy. For what gives rise to this 
indrdinate rage for brandy? Has it its cause in a peculiar or- 
ganization of this people? This is by no means probable, if we 
consider that this rage is shared with them in an equal degree 
by negroes, panting under the line, by the Iroquois in tem- 
perate zones; and again, by the Esquimaux in the coldest of 
all the inhabited regions of the earth, Oa the other hand, the 
geatle Hindoos never drink, neither do the indastrious Chi- 
nese; and the Russians, who are elsewhere addicted to an ex- 
cessive use of strong drinks, are wonderfully moderate in Fin- 
mark, Hence the ruinous propensity is not produced by ex- 
ternal causes ; the ground lies in the constitution of the inward 
man. It lies ip the low degree of cultivation, and the thoughit- 
lessness of these nations. 

The Russian in Fiomark is bent on returning with a rich 
cargo of fish; he resolves to dispose of his goods, and. when 
he reaches home, to convey the fish again to a new market. 
He is always occupied, and the chain of his occupations is al- 
ways present to his mind: he kaows that the success of his 
first beginnings determines the result of his final operations. 
He has gained the incalcalable advantage of feefing an inte- 
rest in his existence, aud the know ledge of a definite object 
why that existence should be spun out. It is not so with the 
Laplander, with the negro, the Iroquois, or the Esquimaux. 
‘The present moment is alone prized by them, and what lies hid 
in futurity has litthe concern for them They can never fall in 
ihe world, because they have never risen. The consideration 
of the destruction of their domestic and civil prosperity through 
brandy can consequently never influence them; for their do- 
westic ties are extremely feeble, and civil relations they have 
none. The brandy on the other hand gives them the feeling of 
the moment and of their existence, aud on that account it is 
such a favourite with them. Give them an object to occupy 
their thoughts ; for till then they will never cease to drink, 
Why is the Quin not so great adrinker? Because agriculture 
consists of a series of occupations which exercises his attet- 
tion, 
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tion, and which makes him look with an» anxious-eye at the 
beginning of the year towards the end of it: The pernicious 
consequences of brandy are thereforeeusily perceived by him, 
for ie soon feels how much they frustrate mr views: Why 
again is the Norwegian at his fishing’ stations: in. Lofodden so 
prodigiously addicted to drinking? Because fishing with him _- 
is merely dn insulated, unconnected Operation, as welll aewith 
the Finn, and not, as in the case of the Russie tonaécted 
with a number of others in distant perspective. - Were it pos- 
sible for the example of the Quiin to produce at last-some ef- 
fect on the Laplandérs, and inducé them serivnusly’ todivide 
their time between their sea pursuits and the cultivation of 
their land, brandy would soon becowe a much greater rarity 
in Finmark. We must not despair that this will oe day take 
place. A young Finn is susceptible of ambition, when he is 
stimulated in a manner conformable to his*powers; and if 
many of them possess a disposition to please, and the bustling 
good nature which is observable in the few that a traveller has 
an Opportunity of seeing, they also possess other qualities, by 
means af which they may be influenced. However much they 
hate the Norwegians, they appear to repose great confidence in 
clergymen, in merchaats, and royal, functionaries, in the Stork- 
arlen ; for they are not held in cont mpt by them, as by the 
other Norwegians; and the people are accustomed to yeceive 
more favours than ill-treatment from them. The older Finns 
again have, with the rage for brandy, visibly sunk in character. 
With little plan.or reflection in their uansactions, selfishness 
seems io have gained a complete ascendancy over them, A 
young Fiun will doa kind actiouv, because it may prove Accept- 
able, but aa elderly one will scarcely move without some evi- 
dent advantage to be gained by it; and he is little disturbed 
by his conscience when he violates bis dut y, as soon as he imas 
gines he can do so without fear of panishmer ut. This is not 
beeause he takes a pleasure in giving pain to others, but be- 
cause the sensual enjoyment of the woment ts the only advan~ 
tage he can conceive, and the only object of bis thoughts. Bat 
let the minds of the young Fiuns be gained over, let their ac- 
tions be first directed in seialler circles to lower objects, and 
then gradually to higher, and the people will at last be raised 
to men and to citizens; and we shall finally be convinced that 
nature never exclusively destined one people to serve, and ano~ 
ther to command. 





REGAL VICISSITUDES. 


YUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS, the ex-king of Sweden, is now 
J quietly passivg his time at Fr ankfor t, among the sove~ 
reigns 
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reigns in alliance with his relation, by whom he has, been sup- 
planted. These deposed personages, who were imagined to be 
sach furious monsters that mankind could only obtain repose 
by. their extermination, are discovered to be as harmless as 
their inferiors. For example, we have Joseph of Spain, and 
Jerome of Westphalia, wandering in France;. Lewis of Hol- 
land, partaking of the salubrious waters of. Germany’; ;. the 
18th Bourbon in England ; Ferdinand in retirement, under his 
own mountains in Sicily ; ; and Frederick Augustus, of Saxony, 
exhausting the last dregs of existence on the territory of his 
neighbouring rival. Sarely this is,.as the, poet describes it, 
“a good-natured age.” 





Calamitous Fate of an American Vessel and its Crew. 
[FROM AN AMERICAN PAPER ] 


HE following is an account of the singular and melan- 

choly fate of the American ship Tonquin, the erew of 
which were destroyed by the savages, while on a trading voy- 
ace on the coast north of the river Columbia, on Vancouver's 
Island —_ 


A native ship arrived from New York, after a passage of 
near seven months, with merchandize and provisions for the 
company. It was here we learnt, with horror, that the story 
of the Tonquin’s having been cut off was but too true. The 
circumstance has been related in different ways by the natives 
in the environs of the establishment, but that which carries 
with it the greatest appearance of truth isas follows :— 


‘That vessel, after landing the cargo intended for Astoria, de- 
parted ona trading voyage to the coast of Columbia river, with 
a company, includins g officers, of 23 men, and had proceeded 
about 400 miles along the sea-board, when they stopped on 
Vancouver's Island, at a place called Woody- “point, inhabited 
by a powerful nation, called Wake-a-ninishes. These people 
came on board to barter their furs for merchandize, and con- 
due ted themselves in the mosi fricudly manner during the first 
day; but the same evening information was brought on board 

by an Indian, whom the officers had as in terpreter, that the 
tribe where they then lay were ill-disposed, and intended 
attacking the ship next day. Captaia Jon’ athen. Thorn affected 
to disbe lieve this piece of news, aud even when the savages 
came next morning in great numbers, it was only at the pres- 


sing remonstrance of Mr. M‘hay, that he ordered séven aloft 
to 
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“to loosen the’sails. In the mean time, about 50 Indians were 


permitted to come on board, who exchanged a number of sea 
otters for blankets and knives; the former they threw into their 
canoes as soon 4s received, but, secreted the knives. 

Every one, when armed, moved from the quarter-detk to a 


different part of the vessel, so that by the time they wereready, 
io such a manner were they distributed, that at least three sa- 


vages. were opposite every wan of the ship, and dt’ signal 
given, they rushed on their prey,.and notwithstanding the brave 
resistance of every ipdividual of the whites, they were all 
butchered in a few minutes. — 

The men above, in attempting ta descend, lost two of their 
number, besides one mortally wounded, who, votwithstanding 
his. weakened condition, made good his retreat with the four 
others to the cabin, where, finding a quantity of loaded arms, 
they fired on their savage assailers through the sky-lights and 
companion way, which had the effect of clearing the ship in 
a short time, and long before night these five intrepid sous of 
America were again in full possession of her. 

Whether from want of abilities or strength, supposing them- 
selves unable to take the vessel back to Columbia, on the fol- 
lowing morning, the four who were unhurt left her in the long- 
boat, in hopes of regaining ihe river, wishing to take along 
with them the wounded person, who refused their offer, saying 
that he must die before Jong, and was as well in the vessel as 
elsewhere. 

Svon after sun-rise she was surrounded by an immense num- 
ber of Ladians in canoes, come for the express purpose of ua- 
loading her, but who, from the warm reception they met with 
the day before, did not seem forward in boarding. 

The wounded man slewed himself over the railing, made 
signs thathe was alone, and wanted their assistance ; on which 
some embarked, who, finding what he said was true, spoke to 
their people, who were not any longer slow in getting on board, 
so that in a tew seconds the deck was considerably thronged, 
and they proceeded to undo the hatches without. further cere- 
mouy, No sooner were they completely engaged in this, than 
the only survivor of the crew descended into the cabin, and 
set fire to the magazine, containing nearly nine thousand pounds 
of gunpowder, which, in an instant, blew the vessel and every 
ove on board to atoms. 

The nation acknowledged their having lost nearly one hun- 
dred warriors, besides a vast number of wounded, by the ex- 
plosion, who were in canoes round the ship. 

The four men who set off in the long-boat were, two or 
three days after, drive ashore in a gale, und inassacred by the 
RAlives. 
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Description of the Flight of the French after the Battle 
of Leipsic. 


[From the Bremen Field Gazette.] 


HE nearer the French came to the frotitiers of Germany 
in their retreat the more furious becamie their excesses, 
so that,all discipline ceased at last. "There is no abomination 
which they did not commit. One wants no guide to find 
the road from Leipsic to Frankfort.- On both sides of this 
long route,of blood, every thing lies in a wild way one above 
the other ; broken carriages, lost uniforms of all kinds, feathers 
from torn beds, scattered furniture, fallen ivorses and Frétich 
corpses,; the latter are distorted in great part to the most 
shocking figures by the torments they suffered ere they died. 
Many lie, there without wounds, and have expired only by 
fatigues, or suffered a more horrid death from hunger, and 
many have been rode or driven over. 

The greatest part of the houses in the villages and in the 
suburbs of ‘this devoted road, are not only entirely pillaged, 
but have been stripped of all the wood, and windows, doors, 
floors, and thresholds, are broken off for fuel} so that only the 
skeletons of these formerly so peaceful mansions remain. 
Many are entirely bucat down, and the beautiful village of 
Butilar has been converted entirely into ashes. 

This is the work, with which the protector of the con- 
federation of the Rhine bas blessed the last moments of his 
presence in Germany. At Gotha, their rage for plunder 
went so fur, that they fell into the hospitals and took from 
theirown wouuded commanders, the blanketsand the mattrasses., 
Buonaparte did lodge there at the Three Moors, and first 
intended to set off at ten o'clock in the evening, but as he 
expected still some couriers, he delayed his departure until 
an hour after midnight. The first bill was already paid, but 
not that which he and his great suite had taken since ten 
o'clock. The officer who paid for his expences, had set 
off already, and when the landlord asked his payment from 
Buopaparte, he answered smiling, “ at present one mist 
get accustomed to every thing,” leaving the poor man with 
empty hands. Then he got into his coach @nd drove off. 
His departure resembled a funeral convoy. The empéror 
wept off yery slow, pace for pace, his garde d’elite kept close 
to hiay on horseback, and some torches served to shew him 
ihe way through his dying soldiers, who were lying on the 
road forsaken of all human assistance, and expiring under the 
most dreadful agonies. 
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fu the imperial street.at Gotha (formerly called the Cow- 
street), a Russian Cossack overtook the Freueh the following 
day. The way was entirely choaked, as more than 400 French- 
men were inthis narrow pxssage. They suddevly began vo 
crow: Cossack, Cossack!’ when ibey saw the frightfal 
figure: behind .them ; all pushed forward, and the Cossack 
had nothing more to do but to thrust his spear in this thick 
crowd.’ A'great number fell, and a still larger was wound- 
ed  unti-at last a chasseur bad heart enough to shoot 
the brave Russian from his horse. A wit at Gotha, .ob- 
served, that-he never saw a mau who was more piquant than 
this Cossack. 

In Vacha his imperial majesty behaved more magnani- 
mous than at Gotha; the farmer, at whom the great 
monarch alighted, requested him, when he was going to 
depart, to settle the bill, which was very large, when his 
majesty deigned to present him with an old coach, instead of 
mouey. 

Murat; king of Naples, was the first who arrived at Falda 
from the retreating army. When he asked the postmaster 
for news, this man gave him the master-piece of all French 
official bulletins, dated the 24th Qctober. The king 
perused it with low voice, and laughed quite aloud at 
several passages. He seemed besides very cheerful, and it 
appeared entirely by his expressions, that the frightful events 
which had happened to the French army were expected by 
him, Buonaparte, who arrived much later at Fulda, break- 
fasted out of the town at a bivovack. Here he sent fora 
citizen of Fulda, who was known to him from his former 
cainpaigns, and opened the conversation with the question 
how he did? Very badly, replied the unconcerned and 
candid man, for your soldiers have just plundered me en- 
tirely. This cannot be else in time of war,” answered 
Buonaparte, (and seemed to be rather touched with the 
boldness of this unfortunate man) “ such little disgraces 
nobody can prevent.” 

His majesty then asked about the Cossacks, who were 
roving in the environs, and when he heard that they were 
pretty near, he immediately gave orders to continue the 
retreat. 

It was Buonaparte who gave the order to burn the al- 
ready mentioned village of Buttlar, in order to detain, at 
least for one day, the pursuing allies. Bebind Buttlar dows 
the river Uister, over which leads a bridge of stese-— 
It was impossible for the allies to cross this deep aud rapid 
stream, peither on the right nor on the left of the bridge, 
and still more impossible was it to cross the narrow streets of 
Vol, 53. 7R the 
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thé burning village... Thus by :this one measure he, attained 
partly his design. +4 

Kvery where the imperial .guards have been at the head of 
the, plunderers, even the officers. not excepted. At: Geln- 
hausenjthey broke the apotheca'y’s:shop open, and swallowed 
“spirits, oi, chocolate, ipecacuanha, honey, &c. with an inex- 
‘pressible greediness, 

The same paper gives the following account.of the battle of 

Hapau. The Freach fought with despondency, because they 
considered this, fight: as the bluody .thresbald. of their own 
country. They.only ‘had the chaice. betwixt death and the 
Rhine, Many thousands fell in the arms of the former, and 
never saw the latter again. Had the landsturm been organised 
in oll the countries between Leipzic and Frankfort, so perfectly 
as tt was the case ia Russia, Mecklenburgh, and Prussia, oot a 
single Frenchman would ever have.crossed the Rhine. it 
4s generally believed that according to the best accounts, 
they crossed that stream with a force of 60 or 70,000 men, 
carrying with them abour 300 cannons. But. the. half of 
this number reached the opposite bank either sick or slightly 
wounded, so that taken at the utmost only 30,000 war- 
like men are the remainder of an army, of 350,000 who 
with proud plans advanced into, the ‘heart of rt a this 
‘spring. But. like the Romans. under. Quintilius — Varus, 
they found this time more than one Arminius in warlike 
Germany, to crush their haughty legions. Russia and 
Germany will sound in their ears for ever, as the names of 
Canae, and the shores of the Weser, did at Rome in days of 
yore. 
Only 1500 Poles.of ‘15,000 whom Prince Poniatowsky led 
through Bohemia, during the armistice, reached the Rhine. 
The defection of Prince Sulkowsky irritated Buonaparte so 
much, that he resolved not to sufler avy Poles, more in . his 
army; but the great want of cavalry,of which only 6000 men 
weresaved, wade him change at last his determination, and he 
addressed the Poles under General Dombrowsky, near Fiank- 
fort, in a very energetic specch, in which he said amoug other 
things, “ that the present situation of the king, of Saxony 
should not prompt them to forsake. bis eagles; that he was 
their lord, and would remain so; that the Germans bad the 
fever) and that be was still a mun.” 

Itiwas with) great’ anxicty that the greedy French. ap- 
proached Frankfor', where they hoped to find rest and com- 
forts, but Buevaparte, afraid that te miseruble situation of the 
wreck of his army weuld be announced to. the, world froma 
that trading iouw, ordered seativelsto be put at the gates, apd 
no soldier was permitted to enter, 
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Female Education in Sicily. 


[From Thompson’s Observations on that Country.] 


HE education of the women is much superior to that of 

the men; indeed, | think, excellent; aad notwithstanding 

I know how contrary it is to general opinion, I think it in- 
finitely better than our own. 

In advancing this, 1 must be understood to mean a3 to: its 
effects, not its consequences. Lam well .ware that a perfectly 
virtuous woman, ignorant even of the name of vice, is more 
liable to be led into error than ope who by education has been 
taught to be on her guard against it. Lnnocent herself, she 
thinks others equally so; and such a character will not do to 
pass through the world—more shame to us that it will not. 

tn Sicily, girls are placed ata very early age for education in 
convents, which differ in expence according to the rank of 
the person admiited, but which are all the same in prisiciple. 
Here every thing that surrounds a young person is good and 
virtuous: she has no intercourse with the world, at Jeast she ts 
excluded from the vicious part of it; nor can any cne have 
access to her excepting her own family. Her whole life is of 
such a nature as to make her virtuous: it is searcely possible 
an poproner sentiment can enter her mind. 

Early rising, and early” retirement to rest, give her health 
and cheerfulness: the duties belonzing to the catholic religion 
give her habits of temperance acd forbearance; her time is 
constantly employed, and ber amusements are innocent. She 
is not allowed to visit her friends nore than once or twice a 
year; and even then she must receive permission. At these 
times she is always with her mother; if not, with some govern- 
ess, who never leaves her unguarded. She is never left alone 
in mixed societies, nor early introduced into them; and she is 
taught every accomplishment, if not to perfection, at least so 
as to render her an intelligent, amiable, and agreeable cuinpa- 
nion. 

i cannot imagine any thing more virtuous, more innocent, 
than a young woman who has been thus educated, leaving her 
convent to return to her friends. 

I have no doubt that wy readers will think my description 
erroneous, because they have been accustomed to lear exag- 
gerated pictures of Ltalian morals, and because the mamers of 
the married women do not coincide with this account; btit 
Pecan explain ts in a way which, L hope, will prove satis. 
factory. 

The moment a Sicilian lady is arrived at the age when she 
can be married, her family (it such is their intention) look oat 
for some suitable maich in rank and fortune; the parents cone 
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sult, and the parties themselves, spe’ married, before they have 
had time to become acquamted wiih each other. : 

If both parties were equally amiable; equally virtuous, this 
might not be of much consequence: love und esteem, in that 
ease, might follow after marriages bat where virtde hod! vice 
meet together, the consequence is inevitable. ‘The pittrsuiis of 
the husband are incompatible with thosé of the wite > le 
takes no pains to gain ber affections, or study her disposition: 
she becomes cisgusted, and finding some other person, of more 
refined manners, who treats her with kindness, delicacy, and afs 
fection, she choo-es him for her lover, and thinks herself ex- 
cused by the example.of oikers, and the conduct of her huss 
band: aod I mast think, if conjugal infidelity is ever capable 
of ua excuse; it is uoder such clicumstances. 





Life of Mademoiselle Melanie de Satignac, a most remark- 
able Blind Person. 


[From Baron Giimm and Diderot’s Mentoirs.] 


F all persous, who have been deprived of sight ‘almost as 

soon as born, the most astonishing that ever did exist, or 
that can exist, was Madempiselle Melame de Sehg ac, a rela- 
lation of M. de la Fargue, lieutenamt-general im the army; 
Jately dead, at the age of ninety-one years, covered with wounds 
and laten with hovours. She was the daughter of Ma:taine 
de Biacy, still living ; and who passes no day without regretting 
acluld, he happiness of her hfe, and the admiration of all 
who kuew ber. Madame de Blacy is cistinguished by the 
mosi eminent moral qualities; and the truth of my accoant 
wnay be known from herself, From her | received various 
particulars of the lite of Mademoiselle de Salignae; many of 
which might have escaped my own observation daring my in- 
timacy with that fainily, which begaw in 1760, and lasted "ull 
1763, the yeur of her death. 

She had strong intellects, a charming mildness of manner, 
an uncommon accuracy in distinguishing ideas, jomed with 
equally uscommon naivete in expressing them. One of her 
aunts requested her mother to come and help her to please 
nineteen Ostroveths which dined with her that day? her niece 
replied, “ I under-tand nothing of that, my dear aunt: why 
euie.vour to please nineteen Ostrogoths? for my part, [ only 
endeavour to please those whom I love.” 

The woue of voice in persons excited in her the same sense 
of apprubution or of dislike us peculiarity of features do in 
those who see. One of her relations, a receiver-general of 
finances, had a dispute. with his family, that she had-notex- 
pected ; 
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pected: she observes with surprize, wha would have’ believed 
It, of Oe whose voice, was so sweet?) When sid heard persons 
sing, sie distinguished between) brew voices aud ltzht-éo- 
laured voices, »Whea shew asspokenio by atty one; she judged 
oo the ‘stature of the specker. by te dilectton of the sound 
whic reached her, from above, if vhe person were tall; ot 
from below, if the person were snort 

She did not wish fur the sense of sight: and one day olwil [ 
enquired her reason, she replied, “ Because 1 should rlien have 
only my owneyes, whereas now L employ the eves of ail: bes 
caus, under tia privation, | become an object of their cons 
tinnal interest and syinpathy; every monrent hey reader me 
ob aging services; every moment Lam gratefal ‘for them. 
Alas! if Dad ing sight, tuey would soon think ne more about 
me,” 

The deceptions to which sight is liable bad greatly lowered 
tai sense in heresteem  “ Lam,” said she, “:at the begin- 
sung of a long walk of trees; ai the further end is some ob- 
ject: one of you ses it in motion; another sees it at rest: one 
says, i is an-animal; another, it isa man: whem we come to 
it, it proves to be a log. All are uncertain whether a tower 
seen ata distance is round or square, | defy fly:ng clouds of 
dust, while those woo scconpany me shut their eyes, and «are 
rendered miserable, sometimes during a whole day, because 
they did not close them soon enough, The inost lp perceptt= 
ble atom is sutflicien! to torment them most cruelly.” ——: 
Atthe approach of sight she used to say, “ Our reign was 
nearly over; hers was about to begin.” Lt may be supposed, 
tht living ia darkness, with the hubiude of actingor thinking 
during a perpetual night, that absence of sleep, which is so 
painful tous, was no uneasiness to her, | 

She could not pardon me for having hinted, in writing,that 
blind persons, being void of the syinptoms of compassion, 
could not but be cruel. “ And you fancy, (said she,) that 
you sympathize, with complaint, so much as lL de?”— There 
are sufferers who endare without complaining. [ believe, 
(said she,) that L should soon find out such, and should: bat 
pity them the more, She was passionarely fond of hearing 
reading; and was musie mad. “ | fancy,” said she, “ thatl 
shall never be tired of heartog sinuing, or excellent playing on 
an instrament, and should that happiness be the ouly one tm 
Heaven, | shouid not be sorry to be there, You think rightly 
when you characterize music as the most violent of the Ane 
arts, not excepting poetry or eloquence: when you say that 
Racine never expressed himself with equal delicuey toaharp: 
that his melody is heavy and monotanous, compared with that. 
of the instrument, and when you have repeatedly ileswed to 
impart, to your style, the force and lig ghiness of tone “> we 
ear 
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hear from Bach. Itis the most delightful of all languages 
thet £ koow.: lo the spoken languages, the best pronuncia- 
tron is thet: which most distinctly articalates the syHables; 
whereas, #n the musical language, those souods which arerngst 
distant—fioim |ow to high—trem high to low—are interweyen 
anc combined into each other imperceptibly: it is, so to say, 
one long continue! syllable, varying every instant in inflexion 
and expression.: W.lule the melody brings this syllable to aty 
ear, the harmony proceeds without confusion, on a multitude 
of different instraments, two, three, four, or five, which all 
concur to strengthen the expression of the first, and the vocal 
pests are so many interpreters, which I could ve-y well do 
without, when the composer is a man of genius, and bas skill 
to impart character to Lis theme, Above all, music is most 
expressive and most delicious during the silence of the ni¢hrt. 
[ pessuade myself, that bewildered by their eyes, those who 
see, can neither hear it, nor feel.it, as [hear it, and feel it. 
Why are tbe praises bestowed on music poor and fechle, in 
wy apprehension? Why have | never been able to speak of it, 
adequately to my feelings? Why do | stop in the midst of my 
discourse in search of words which might depict my sensations 
—words which I cannot find? Is it because they are vot yet 
inveuted? [can compare the state inte which [am thrown, by 
the effects of music, to nothing but to that delirium which [ 
feel when afier a long absence, | throw myself into the em- 
braces of my mother. When my voice fails me, when my 
knees tremble, when my tears trickle, and my knees sink ander 
wie; feel as if 1 were about to expire with delight.” 

She possessed the mrost delicate sense of modesty; and 
when Lenquired the reason, “ Because,” said she, “ 1 have 
frequently heard, from my mother, that the sight of certain 
parts is mecntive to vice;—and | would confess to you, if I 
dared, tbat only lately have L understoed her; and, perhaps, 
not without some breach of innocence.” A tumour in the in- 
terior of paris, wisich she never had the courage to mention, 
was the cause of her death. In ber apparel, in her linen, 
tizroughbour ihe whole of her person, she maintained a nicety 
the more scrupulous, because, as she could not see, she never 
fele herself sullicieatly certified, that she had done what was 
requisite to preserve her, in the opinion of those who beheld 
her, trom the disgust aticadaut on the opposite vice. 

When.a glass of wine was poured out for ber drinking, she 
knew, by the sound of the liquor falling into it, whea her glass 
was ful enough. She partook of her food with a cireamspec- 
tion aud address altogether surprizing. 

She sometimes placed herself betore a mirror for amuse- 
ment, as if ‘to dress herself studiously, and played off the airs 

of 
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of acoquette intent on conquest..' This frolic was so. accmate 
a copy of nature, that bursts of laugixter were irresistible. 

From her earliest childhood the greatest attention had been 
paid to render perfect those senses which she retained, and the 
suceess which had attended those endeavours is incredsble. 
Her. touch detected, in the forms of things. <'ngulavities which 
otien escaped the most keen-sighted. Her seuses of; hearing 
and smelling were exquisite: she judged from the mmpression 
of the air, from the state of the atmosphere, if the weather 
were cloudy or clear, if she were waling in an open squareer 
in a street, whether in a street. or.in a varrow court: whether 
ip an open or ia a close place, in a large apartment, or in a 
small chamber. She estimated the extent of a place by the 
sound of her feet, or by the echo of her voice. Whea she 
had ouce gone over a house she never forgot the plau of it; 
and su accurate were her recollections that she warned others 
against the petty dangersto which they might be lisble. Take 
care, said she, this door is too low; there you will Gad a step, 

She distinguished in voices a variety, unknown to us: whea 
she had heard a person speak a few times, it was for ever. 

She was little struck by the charms of youth, aad little af- 
fected by the wrinkles of age. She said that ouly the qualities 
of heart and intellect excited her apprehension. This also was 
another advantage attending loss of sight, especially for fe- 
males; never, said she, could a handsome mun turn my head 
giddy. 

She was frank in confiding. It had been easy, but it had 
been: so shamelul, to deceive her! It was an inexcusable 
breach of faith to allow her to suppose herself-alone in aa 
apartinent. 

She. had no panic fears of any kind: she rarely felt enaui:z 
solitude had taught her to suffice for her own enjoyment. She 
had observed that in the public travelling carriages, at the 
close of day, all became silent. As to inyself, said sue, l have 
ue need to see those with whom I love to converse. 

Of ail qualities, sound judgwmeut, mildness, and gaiety, were 
those she prized the most. She spoke little, and listened 
much. I am like birds, she would say, I learn to sing in daik- 
ness. 

In reconsidering and comparing what she heard from:day 
to. day, sie was stocked by the contradictions of eur jadg- 
ments: praise or blame seemed to her aluost indifferent froim 


creatures so fickie. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 


6 Account 
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Account of some Trish Superstitions, written by a Gar 
tléman who was an“Eye Witness of them... 


Went With a few friends to a plice’ called Ardinan, about 
five’ mites fiom’ Youzhall, to sée what is called a pattnn, 
I canve'from Cork in the *norning, sé that it was after ote 
o'clock before we could’set Os mueh-teo-lste to-go ro such e 
place. The road w)s crowded wuh people going and coming, 
and many thousands had been there in the Boorse of the day, 
We arrived at the place about thee e’ciock; left our carsiage 
at the church-yard stile, ’n? went 16 the tower of the-olt 
ebureh.* This church Was built by the venerable St. Dillon 
Muny ages aga, and built bY bin to ove might (IT speak ae 
conling to ihe received and believed report of the papists.) 
Nothing bot the tower stan’s. Areund it, numbers ot pilgrims 
were walking in solemu’ pomp, praying, bowing, and. beating 
their bosoins: others were crying over ihe vraves of their re- 
latives, and talking to them, We weot next io the tomb of 
the sanit, which is enclosed ina littl house built for the pur- 
pose. Here the clay (precious aud sacred) of the holy map 
continues to be sold. Numbers of people buy it, take ithome, 
and presefve it, as so mech precious gold. ‘The virtue of 
consists in preservihg them trom sickieéss and many other 
evils. ‘This dust has been sold for ‘several hundreds of years; 
but by a wonderful miracle is-still preserved. An old woman 
sits in a hole, dug in. the ground, in the shape of -e-coffin, with 
a heap of dust at her teet, and a number of men and women 
kneeling round her, ard listening, with éagerness, to the won 
dei ful account the old. wouhan gives of the virtaes*ot the 
saint’s dust : 
We then went down to the’sea side, to a piece of asack, 
sacred indeed! for bis holiness, the pope, sent this rack, with @ 
set of bells upon it, from Rome to the priest St Dillon; for, 
having finished his church, he could perform no mass in it vith 


out consecrated bells. They’ were sen over, one Sunday morhe 


ing, on the fit ating roc k; and theretore it remsins.a precious 


relic of the pope ’*s care ind love. Under it is a small hole, 


through which men, women, and elnidven puss, on their bare 


knves and hands; nud if they are any way bulky, it 9 wub. 


much diffieuliy they pushthemseives through They ers iwhround 
it, over sh py pieces ol rock, u ipon their bare knees, and goround 
it three tinics, s yiog them prayers upon thew beads, Crossing 
themselves, and beatiog ther backs against the stone 

The devoucnal part of thew work. ts finished ar the sacred 
well, about a quarter of awile from the rovk,to which they ASE 
drink the water, and pray. ‘The weil -tands iv ‘an old chapel, 
now in ruins; around which they walk bare-footed and une 
covered, in a most sulema aititude, praying all the way. Their 

9 prayers 
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prayers are only repetitions of their Ave Marias and Pater- 
nosters. When this.is over, they go to the booths, pitched 
here for,the occasion; where they eat, drink, get drunk, and 
then fight, till many are wounded, and often some killed. It 
was our unhappiness not to get away 'till the whiskey began to 
work, and their sticks to play. We were much alarmed and 
agitated, but, at length, got into a field and escaped danger. 





Singular Instance of Himanity. 


OME time since, as a poor woman was soliciting.alins in 

Glasgow, in her way she met a woman, of whom she asked 
relief, but the woman replied, she had more need to receive 
than to give, for that it was the second day she had passed 
without taking any nourishment; she was endeavouring to 
give suck to an infant, but was not able. This so affected the 
beggar, that she took out two-pence halfpenny, which che said 
was al] she had, and gave it to her; this she bed becn the 
whole day collecting, together with a littl meat, which she 
also gave her, and said she would go and beg more for her; 
she went, and in the course of half an honr returned with 
eight-pence, which she gave her, with tears in her eyes; at the 
same time she exclaimed she verily believed the Almighty 
had interposed in her behalf, for that she never before, in s¢ 
short a space of time, had been equally successfitl. 





R. Maffett’s Problem, inserted November 16, 1812, solved by WW. 
Hammett, Junior, of the Rev. WW. Ezans’s Academy, Kitwor- 
thy House, Tavistock. 


ET 100 x* be the greater number, 64 x*=xthe less, 36 x* 

4 being their difference, three of the conditions are an- 
swered, 190 x*—8 x, and 64 x°-++10 x remain to be equated 
each to a square: their difference is 56 x7—1i18 x; of which 
the factors are 2 x—1I,and 18 x, the half of whose sum is 
10 x—-}, which squared becomes 100 x*—10 x -+-} == 100 
x*—8 x; whence 2x==>}, and x=}. Then reduced into num- 


100 20 v6 
bers, 100 x°== — ; 64 x°==1; 36x’ —; 100 x*°—8 x= — 
, ee 6+ 64 
and 64 x’+10 x = —. 
16 
100 


The two square numbers required are — and 1. 


ys 
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Answer, by J. W. of Chai mouth, to dobn’s Enigma, insertéa “August 2, 


N all God’s works WISDOM is scen, 
That biessed gift is what you mean. 


t¢¢ W. Bickham, of Spring Gardens, near Ashburton, has also, answered 
this enigma. 


— — SS 








Answer, hy R. Trist, io W. Bickbam’s Rebus, inserted October 4. 


I AIL blest RELIGION! beatific gem! 
More valu’d than the monarch'sdiadem | 

From pule to pole jong may thy beauties shine, 

Replete with wisdom, glorious, and sublime. 


&G- A similar answer has been received from T. I- of Chamberwall, in 
Devonshire. 





Answer, by J, Davy, of Broadwinsor, to S. Duck's Enigma, inserted the 415 
of October. 


SIRS, by the hints you give [ know 
WD) The subject of your theme is SNOW. 


{tt The like answers have been received from J. B Bristol; G, Eyres, 
of Okeford Fitzpaine; J. Kelso,and J. Postlethwaite, of the royal marines 
at Stonehouse; G. M. of Sherborne; B. A. of St. Austell; and Henty 
Crocker, of Cockcil. 








a 


4n ENIGMA, by an Old Correspondent, 


NM Y honour’d Sirs, all hail! to day, 
/& Your humble servant tomes to pay, 
Engay’d routine of duty, 
Dress’d off, you see, quite spruce and clean, 
With topple up, fantastie mien, 
A macaronish beauly. 


The elements afford me aid, 

And John, the nan, and Sue, the maid, 
Obedient are to me; 

But all, my lurds,to you bow down, 

We court your smiles, we dread a frown, 
Yet I’mthe prodigy. 


i’m allalert—my hands—my feet— 

Nly eyes a hairbreadth error meet, 
So anxious I for merit; 

And know, your honours in the lawy, 

The bar, from me, receives eclae, 
You musi thro’ me, inherit. 


Yes, Sirs, you verily, by me 
fouch many a pretty golden fee, 
And sack the ten pour ! notes; 
** Obseqnious, Satah! rudely bold!” 
Your pardon, Sirs, my tongue Pll hold— 
Silence amay saVe your throats, 


POETRY. 
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LIBERTY TRIUMPHANT, 





\ AKE songs of triumph! freedom’s heroes sing! 


Strike, strike to war, and. touch the sounding string $ 


Loud sound the trumpet, Jet the cannon tpar, 
Oppression’s fallen, tyranny’s no. more: 
Europe rejoice at Gallia’s overthrow f 

Her upstart tyrant, aud her pow’r laid low. 


Lo! injur’d freedom now triumphant reigns, 
Waves high her banners on Germania’s plains ; 
While shackled nations throw their chains away, 
Obey her call, and hail the glorivus day. 


Long haa Europa’s patriot ardour fled, 

While dark domimaun crush’d down freedom’ s head; 
From Calpe’s cliffs to Scandinavia’s strand 
Oppressed nations bow'd to Gaul’s command ; 
Britaiu alone did stétnh defiance hurl, 

And stvod majestic ’midst a prostrate world. 

Her awful frunt repell’d dest ruction’s broad, 

Tho’ ruin threaten’d, yet she nobly stoud, 

*Till, rouz’d by her, the nationstonce again 

Have dar’dtheir native, freebura rights, to claim. 


’T was British firmness nurs’d the patriot flame, 
That warn’d [beta of oppression’s shame; 

’ Twas her example, on Muscovy’s soil 

That urg’d the Russians to immortal toil; 
Then Moescow’s flames a warning beacon rose, 
Bade treedom rise 1’ assert her glorious cause; 
While Russian wilds and Polish deserts tell 

Of Gaul’s deteat, and hew th’ invaders fell; 
Still Moskwa’s stream, and Berezina’s flood, 
How! dreadful on, and flow with Gallic blood. 


Tir'd of oppression Prussia shook her chains, 

And brav’d the tyrant on her native plains; 

Her gallant sons, rouz’d by their father’s name, 
Have nobly bled, and rivall’d all their fame ; 
Germania arm’ amidst her bleeding wves, 

By zeal inspir’d her patriot wartiers rose; 

Yea eve ry nation that had own’d the Gaul, 

Heard freedom’s voice, and mark'd th’ avenging call. 


Let fame’s loud trumpet to the world proclaim 
That freedom triumphs; let th’ inspiring strain 
Resound the actions of the patriot band, 
United heroes of each injur’d land, 

W hose souls inspir’d have dealt th’ avenging blow, 
O’erthrown ambition, laid the ty rant low. 


Recorded on the bright historic page, 
Down the swift strcam to time’s remotest age, 
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Shall you, ye warriors, with bright lustre shine, 
And to the world a glorious name consign ; 
Who cherish freedom shall your deeds admire, 
And unborn heroes catch your noble fire. 


Let northern desertss Leipsic’s walls record 
Should future despots lift oppression’s sword, 
How rouz’d to arms, mankind on slav’ry trod, 
And scora’d oppression, and a tyrant’s rod. 
Oh smile, Britannia! while thou see’st aronnd 
Thy steady efforts with true glory crown’d; 


Rear thy proud crest, Britannia! ’tis by thee 

That virine triumphs, and EKuropa’s free. 

Thy sInGLe ARM first dar’d the spear'to wield, 
To stop oppression on the embattled field ; 

Thy sincGLe arm. the mighty falchion hurl’d 

To conquer freedom for a prostrate world ; ' 

‘Thy warriors first shot forth that hopeful ray, 

That now illumes Europa’s risen day; -- - 

‘Then while such glorv beams around thy isle, 
Wake songs of triumph! Smile, Britannia! smile. 


Celdridge, November 30, 1813. J. CHAPPLE. 
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To a Daughter, on her Birth Day, December 28, 1812. 


pt adel infant! welcome to thy mother’s arms, 
Whoe sigh’d, impatient of thy long delay, 

And watch’d to hail the morning of the day 

‘Whose dawn first brought to light thy new-born charms. 
While from the east the sun, with lustre mild, 

And western winds allay the winter’s cold. 

Young gentle lambs, like thee, my tender child! 

Bleat ‘mid the flock that crowds the shepherd’s fold, 
Thy lips draw nurture from the flowing breast, 

Source of ti y food, and-pillow of thy head, 

That on the bosom warm reclines to rest, 

Soft as the snow.drop in her native bed : 

Meck angel! by the God of Nature blest 

With life, and love, and on his bountics fed. 


W. E. 


END OF THE FIFTY-THIRD VOLUME. 


James Langdon and Son, Printers, Sherborne. 
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